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A ſbort Account or State of Mr. Sheri- 


dan's Caſe before the law Houſe of 4. -)} 


Commons, 7 4 Letter to ]. T. 


SIR, 
OME years ſince, I ſent you a long Letter 
under the Title of 7. L. relating to an affair, 
wherein Mr, 8. was deeply concerned ; this 
gave you {o much ſatisfaction, that I have 
thence luificient encouragement to venture 
another ; eſpecially conſidering his Vindication is 
much more neceſſary in the preſeat inſtance, and that 
you are ſtill his Friend, and the perſon to whom of all 
Men living he is perhaps the beſt known, Under that 
CharaQter you were meation'd in the Copy of a Letter 
carri'd among other of his Papers to the Houſe of Com- 
mos, writ in his favour to a great Miniſter by the late 
E. of Or. for whom liviag,and for whole memory,both 
your Gr, and he had, and ever mult have, a juſt value 

and veneration, 

You will find you may ſtill own this Gentleman 
without bluſhing, and to ſhew you were not deceiv'd 
1a the opinion of his Integrity,l have taken the pains, 


for your ſake, as well as for his, whole Friend I own my 


ſelf, to gather up, and convey to you, the Hiſtory and 
occaſion,that has made him as publicly known in this, 
as he was before in another Kingdom. I promiſe you 
an impartial Relation,and by it you will ſee,that Envy 
and Malice, wherewith he has been long aflaulted, 
have to little purpoſe ſpit their Venom. 

You are nut to learn the cauſe of his coming for Eng- 
land in June,1677. nor knowing his temper,to wonder 


that having receiv'd ſome favours from his RH, grati- 
A tude 
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tude oblig'd him. to an acknowledgment, and honour 
and generoſity to make and avow it in the time of that 
= Prince's adverfity,whom he found by the unſted- 

y courle of Humane affairs,and the craft 3nd malice of 
defigning Men, fallen from being the peoples greateſt 
Favorite into their higheſt Diſpleaſure, | 

Soon after, when the D. in obedience to his Royal 
Brother's commands went into a temporary Exile, 
which however otherwile uneaſic, was cheartully un- 
dergone by him, who always refign'd his own, to the 
will of his Prince : Your Friend having littic to hin- 
der, laid hold of that opportunity, follow'd him to 
Bruxells, and there ſpending molt of the time he was 
abroad, exprels'd his Obligations and Duty in the beſt 
manner he was able, 

This, and his openly owning himſelf devoted to 
his R, H's intereſt, while conſiſtent with Loyalry, gave 
occaſion to his Adverlaries, whom envy hid encreas'd ; 
to vent their Spleen, and endeavour to fully his Repn- 
tation,of all rhings to him moſt dear,by many falle Inſi- 
nuations, . and indeed diabolical Inventions, hoping 
thereby to diſable him from rivalling them in any fu» 
ture pretenſion. He is not ignorant of the Authors, 
nor the train, who the better to compals their honeſt 
Deſign, hatch'd by one, that Mole-like, works under 
ground,and he thinks in the dark,they reſolv'd at once 
his ruine, by rendering him odious to the Public, to 
the Country,to the King,and to the Coty; and;there- 
tore he was no ſooner brought before the Houſe of Comm- 
015, than he was repreſented to his Soveraign, as one 
that had fpoken 1 of His Majeſty, and to the wonder 
of himlelt and others, this was firſt whiſper'd to, and 
after ſuggeſted by, a great Lord, to whom Mr.s5, owns 
himfelt oblig'd for ſeveral favours, and in parttcular for 
2 very kind recommendatory Letter ſome years ſince 

to 
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to Mr, Secretary Cover —— But that which makes his 
ſyrprize the greater, is, his not being able to find,on bis 
part, any cauſe for' the change of this Noble-man's 
greatly yalu'd good opinion, of which he hop'd him: 
lelf ſtill poſſe(t, becauſe certain he never difoblig'd his 
Lord(bip,and defies any Man to make out that in word 
or action , he ever ſpake or did irreverently or diſloy- 
ally of the King,whofe Service,you know,no man has 
more zealouſly promoted, nor lels incffeRually, accor- 
ding\to his Station and Power. However, in the 
height of his misfortune, when to all he did not appear 
guiltleſs, he had the happinels to have a Gentleman of 
Honour and Quality (who by the recommendation of 
our deceas'd, and never to be forgotten noble Friend, 
ſeveral years ago, took him into his particular favaur 
and acquaintance) publicly to aſſert his Integrity, his 
Service, and his Loyalty. An a& of Friendſhip, he is 
bound by all the ties of Gratitude, ever co remember 
and acknowledge; few Men in this Age having the 
courage, or the honefty, to own any Man in adverſity, 
or to defend innocence, when endeavour'd to be run 
down by fa&tion, noiſe, and tumult. The ground of 
this Diſcourſe in public at the King's Dianer, was the 
y of a Letter found among Mr. 8's Papers, which 
lainly appears to have come from another, bur not to 
im; to whom had it been directed, he could not be 
therefore criminal, it being in no Man's power topre- 
vent any Poſt-Letter. And yet give me leave to ſay, 
that. ingenuity and good nature may eaſily and very 
naturally make a candid interpretation of this Paper ; 
whereia what ever Injury was contain'd, they are 


- moſtly,if not only,guilty,who ſince the _— Mr.S's 


—_—_— have ſent Copies of it to all the Coffee-howſes 
of Londoy. 


But to give. you the Story ou the beginning, you 
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are to underſtand, that the firſt week the Parliamentr 
met,Mr. $, was told by a Perſon of Honour,that he was 
delign'd to be brought into Trouble : This was over- 
heard from ſeveral,among whom were ſome Members 
then looking on at Mrs. C. ſtanding in the Pillory, 
whereupon he was advis'd to withdraw: Receiving 
the ſame account from many others, and yet confidene 
1n his Ianocence, he reſolv'd not to ſtir. Every day he 
was alarm'd afreſh, and told of great enquiries made 
after his Actions, and himſelf cenfur'd for a Pupift, a 
Coleman,and a Jeſuit, Art length one Peter Norris makes 
complaint of his being impriſon'd at Dover by Mr. Se- 
cretary jenkins's order, Mr. Secretary ſaid, as I am 
inform'd , what he did was not unknown to the King 
and Council, Upon this occaſion Mr. 8. was nam'd, 
and a Committee appointed to examin the matter. 
Mr. 8. appears, and acknowledges, he had givena de- 
ſcription of Peter Norris to Mr. Secrerary about the 
latter end of May laſt, and acquainted him that he 
was told, this Man knew as mnch of the bottom of the 
Plot, as any in Erxgland, and was gone into Frarce to 
fetch over a Prieſt ſuppos'd equally kaowing. 

'Tis not neceſfary toentertain you withall the queſti- 
ons, very forreign to this matter, by ſome of the Com 
mittee put roMr.S.'tis enough to tell you that he truly, 
tho perhaps not ſatisfaftorily, anſwer'd all, attended 
their pleaſures a whole week, was thrice before then, 
once with Dr. D. from whom as news he pubficly had 
the ſtory, and after, the Deſcription,as the Dr. himſelf 
openly contels'd. I know not whether it be neceſfary 
to acquaint you, that whatever account the Dr. had , 


Mr. $.'s was not exact as to Norrs's bringing the Prieſt: 


into England ; for it appear'd at the Committee-by 
Papers taken with Nerrs at landing , that he was to 
Condut him. to dmſterdam, to Sr. w. mw. then there , 


and 


— 


— 
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and that he had pretended to be ſent by Dr. T. in con- 
junRion with the E. of Sh, and another Noble Peer, 
that the Prieſt had been dead above 8 Months, before 
he began his Journey ; a Journey undertaken upon as 
good an account and ſure information, as that of a 
Juſtice of Peace's of wefminſler, who rid poſt 100 
Miles to bring alive from the Country Beddingficld the 
xp Buried 12 Months before out of the Gate-houſe. 

t happen'd the evening of that day Mr. S. was Com- 
manded to attend the Committee, I was in Company 
with ſeveral Perſons of Quality, when news was ſent 
that the E. of P. was carri'd to the Tower, and Mr. $.to- 
the Gate-houſe , whoin half an hour after came ia him-- 
ſelf, and gueſs'd the Perſon, and concluded what the. 
other cou'd not deny, that the ſtory was from one that 
wilh'd it had been true, not out of Maliceto Mr. S. be-- 
yond his name a Stranger , but to a very great Perſon. 
After Mr. $.'s firlt Examination, he receiv'd by the 
Penny-poſt two Letters in unknown hands, without: 
any name, the one. directed to his Lodging , the other 
to the Royal Coffee-houſe , the one in Eriendibip to three 
Perſons of Honour , his accquaintance, nam'd in the. 
Letter, adviſing. him to fly, if hedid not reſolve to 
diſcover, as to him at leaſt impoſſibilities againſt the 
D. the other was more Terrible, tho both mix'd with 
threats and promiles, and ia this a place for receivi 
his anſwer, and after for meeting appointed. But chels 
he look'd upon as bugbears, fit only to work upon 
Children and Cowards. 

Having produc'd the Dr. who was his Author, he 
look'd upon himſelf acquitted from any further trouble, 
yet ſomeangry Perſons dilpleas'd a hole was not found 
in his Coat, offer'd wagers he wou'd be lay'd by the 
Heels in ten days, of whuch by two very great Perſons 
notice. was given him, with advice to retire , mou 
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Trial of my Lord Stafford , but refolv'd to encounter 
the worſt cou'd happen, he utterly rejected the Motion, 

On Thurſday,December 9. He found it was no longer a 
jeſt, for it was then order'd that Mr. $.'s and D. D's 
Papers ſhou'd be ſeiz'd , and themfclves brought 1n 
Cultody of the Serjeant at Arms to the Bar of the houle. 
In purluance of this, ſome Members were {cnt to their 
Lodgings between 12 and 1, who coming to Mr. S.'s 
were told he was abroad ; they meeting one of his 
Servants, ſent for him, who finding his Maſter at the 
Coffee-houſe, acquainted him that Four of the Houle of 
Commons whom he knew not,ttay'd for him, he goes 
to'um immediately.They after a diligent (earch for his 
Papers, ſpoke of his being ſent for by a Mefſenger. He 
anlwer'd, that was unneceſſary to one that was ready 
ro walt on them to their houle, whither as he was go- 
10g , they mer their Officer, and took him into the 
Coach. Mer. S. not long after being call'd co the Bar , 
was ask'd whether a Paper then ſhew'd him was his 
Writing: He anſwer'dit was not;then two lines at the 
bottom of Norres's deſcription were fhewn, which he 
ackuowleg'd. Aﬀer ſome other queſtions he was Com- 
manded to withdraw, -and a Committee order'd to fee 
>the Serjeant ſearch his pockets, But to prevent that 
trouble Mr. $, had deliver'd them all his Papers, fo that 
nothing cowd be found ſave a purſe of Gold , our of 
which 1n order to be ſearch'd for Papers, more Guinnies 
were (aid to be tumbl'd, than it cou'd poſſibly contam, 
But excepting your Friends fortune, every Molelall re- 
lating to him was reputed a Mountain, and no doubt 
"many were big with expectations what he thould bring 
forth, who was ſaid to have ſeveral Colemans 1n his 
belly ; and therefore perhaps it was, that the Serjeant 
ſent him to Lodge at a Midwifes, where being laid, in 


{pight of all art and labour,the long hop'd for,conceiv'd 
great 
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great iſſue, upon delivery, was found dwindÞd to a 
Mouſe. Parftariunt mentes — He was 4or5 times at 
the Bar that day}, and as ofteathe next , his ſtory be- 
ing matter of fa&, was found to agree exactly with 
the Do@or's, who was not ſeldomer examin'd. and tho 
no crime was objected, nor any information made, yet 
was he conftin'd a clole Priſoner , and the Meflenger 
told, if he (uffer'd his eſcape, his own Life wou'd be 1n 
danger : an opinion, thar cannot be ſufficiently admir'd 
by thole, who confider that, had he any apprehenſion of 
guilt, he might with eaſe have avoided that days 
ury. 

The worthy Coll. 24, whom you knew 1a /re/and 
by the Title of Capt. came in to accuſe Mr, S. but of 
2s Circumſtance, that if true, cou'd not amount to a 
Crime. Yet this ſeed ſogreat, that the Gent. cou'd 
hardly bring it out in Mr. 8's. preſeace, whatever he 
had done before, utterring then his words (© like a 
Mouſe in a Cheeſe, that the spexker was forc'd twice 
to command the railing his Yoice. 

After Mr. S. was committed, great and narrow En+- 
quiries and Endeavours were made to find or make 
him more obnoxious; but in vain: His Innocence 
was his ſecurity from peril, tho' not from charge 
and trouble. Among others, Doctor Tongue's Son 1n - 
Newgate was examin'd, whom Mr. 5. never ſaw, ha- 
ving induſtriouſly avoided all that were or ftood re- 
lated to the Kings Evidence. The Servant-maid of his 
Lodging, was ſent for, not only to the Bar, but to 
Coffee-houſes and Taverns, promisd and encouragd, 
threatn'd and advis'd ; bur alas, ſhe cou'd not an- 
ſwer expectations. Even a little young Girl of about 
Eleven years old, not above Ten days his Acquain- 
tance, was very {trictly Catechiz'd, C— 
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Diſcourſe and Converſation about the Parliament. Sure, theſe 
rſons believ'd him Maſter of none, or of much leſs under- 
anding, than they have fince reported him. 

But on Saturday following Dr. D. who confeſs'd him a 
R. C. was without Fees ( tho' he was forC'd to pay 
them) or Petition, diſcharg'd. Mr. S,: hearing of this, 
writes a long Lettrr to an honourable Member of the Com- 
mittce, praying his Lordſhip to repreſent to the Houſe what 
hz thought moſt material. On Afonday his Lordſhip by an Or- 
der of the Houſe was allow?d to fee Mr. S. and bring him a Let- 
ter open'd by the Speaker, relating to a particular concern of an- 
other, from whence mighty Dilcoveries were expeRted, but 
they came to nothing. By this Member he pray'd to have li- 
berty to ſpeak for himſelf the next day, but hearing nothing 
trom him, he wrote to the Speaker on Txeſday , entreating he 
might appear before them, and not ſuffer under Arbitrary power 
{ſo much dreaded from others. Hereupon Mr.Speaker was pleas'd 
on Wedneſday the 15th, to have him ſent for; being call'd 
in, he was told, if he had any Diſcovery to make, the Houſe 
was ready to receive it. To this he reply*'d , That as to the 
Phot, he cou*d have none, but he had another relating to him- 
ſelf; viz. To know what was his Crime, and who his Accuſers, 
and that he might according to the Laws of the Land, anſwer 
for himſelf, To this was ſaid, They knew his Parts were not 
much ſhort of the Perſon's he ſucceeded, and that he muſt not 
think to impoſe upon lo great and wiſe an Aſſembly, by Rudi'd 
Words and Speeches. Mr. S. reply'd , If he-cou'd, he wou'd 
not endeavour by any Rhetorical flouriſhes to deceive them 
with Falſhoods ;, That he deſign'd nothing but T ruth very plain- 
ly worded; That he hop'd their Fuſtice would give him leave 
ty vindicate bimſelf, and ſhew the wnreaſonableneſs of running 
down a Man upon general Surmrſes and malicious Reports, or of 
concluding him guilty , before he was Heard or Convicted, 
Hereupon he was order'd to withdraw, and after ſome ſhort 
Debate call'd in, and allow*d the Favour he defir'd ; but with 
Caution, not to be tedious. Being thus permitted, he began 
the following Speech, out of which he omitted very little, and is 
the ſame in Subſtance with what he writ in ſeveral Letters to 
Hembers of the Committee appointed for his Examination ; »iz. 
The Lord Angleſey, Sir R. Clayton, and Sir Rowl. Gwin, 
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TH E 


SPEECH 
Mr. 'T. ha 


AFTER HIS 


EXAMINATIION 


Before the late 


Houſe of Commons, 


On Wedneſday the 15th. of December 1680. 


: Is, I confels Sir, a great Misfortune to fall 
under the DiGleaſare of the Honourable 
Houſe of Commons, it is a Burden, no Man, 
tho' never ſo great, is able to bear ; It can- 
not then be a wonder, if (o inconſiderable a Perſon., 


and of (o little ſtrength as I, ſhou'd ſtoop under the 
B weight; 


(2) 

weiglitz Not that I fear any Danger to my Perſon, but 
grieve for the wounds .it ,gives my Reputation, which 
I have always valu'd above my life, and that it might 
be preſerv'd ſpotleſs, I have ever made it my [tudy to 
eep 4 good ( onſcience, void of Offence, towards God, and 
towards Man; And Therefore [ little expeQed to be 
brought.as a Criminal to This Bar, or any Tribunal. 


But I am convinc'd, Innocence is no ſecurity againſt 
the Darts of Envy or Malice, and that he who will ha- 
zard his Body or his Soul, may take away the Lite and 
Fame of any one at pleaſure 5 'tis to men of fuch prin- 
ciples I owe my preſent Trouble: I do not fay this to 
reBect upon any Member of this Great and Honourable 
Aſſembly, My Evil 1s from without Doors, and | know 
the Autho:s ani the Contrivance (o well, that, if it 
were convenient, I cou'd name them, and trace the 
whole Chain, Link by Link, to the fiift, hammer'd by 
Prejudice, and particular [ntereſt, 


I do not wonder that, in the preſent Circumitances, 
you ſhou'd have one” Ear open to a!l reports that any 
way relate to the pubſick, this is due to your Station, 
and to your P:udence; And becauſe Juftice and your 
Honour require it, I as little doubt your reicrving the 
other Ear for the Pleas and Defences of the Accus'd, cr 
that you will Condemn any Man unhcard : Upon this 
aſſurance it js, that I am bold to beg, with all due re- 
ſpect and reverence, that I may have liberty to ſpeak 
for my (elf without jnterruption. If you are pleas'd to 
grant me this favour, I will uſe it as fully and briefly as 
[ can, for your ſatisfathon and my own vindicatton. 


[3] 


| have beenrepreſented (I hope without offence 1 
may fay, traduo'd, for fo I can make it- appear) for a 
perſon of no Fortune, a Papiſt, a ſecond Coleman, and 
what 1s more ridiculous, tho' not more falſe, a Jeſut 
and the Duke's Confeſlor. 


In clearing my (elf of theſe Aſperſions,l muſt be forc'd, 
to ſay ſomething, which nothing but necetlity, that ei- 
ther has none, or breaks all Laws, can excuſe from vanity. 
As that | was born a Gentleman, of one of the Antienteſt 
Families, and related to many Conſiderable, in [reland ; 
inone County therg is a Caſtle , and a large Demean,. 
and in another a greater tra&t of Land for (ſeveral Miles 
together, yet known by our.Name. I need not ſay who 
was the head or chief, 'tis too much that my ' Grand- 
father was the laſt that enjoy'd the Eſtate, and that my 
Father, lcft an Orphan in the beginning of King Tames's 
Reign, ſoon found himſelf diſpoſleſs'd, & expos'd to the 
World, that whole County, with five others in V/ſter, 
being mtirely eſcheated to the Crown. My Parents 
Proteſtants, my Mother a Gentlewoman of Fzgland of 
good Fortune, a Fofter, who for my Fathers ſake quit- 
ted her Country and her Relations, . both fam'd for 
honeſty, for their: Loyalty and Sufferings in the /ate Re- - 
bellion, when my Father ſcap'd twice narrowly with : 
his Life, and at laſt was forc'd to fly, for relieving and 
proteRing both the Fortunes and Perſons of very many 
Freliſh. 

To my Birth I had a ſuitable Education ; I have ſome 
(lender pretence to Letters,am not altogether a Stranger 
to the Civil-law, nor the Laws of Fxgland, the means 
intended for my Livelihood. 

B 2 But 
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But, without my feeking or knowledge, ſome Friends 
procur'd for me the Colle&orſhip of tne Cuſtoms of 
Cork, and the management of moſt of the Inland Re- 
venue of that County : This Imployment, and the Ac- 
cidents attending it, together with that of the Zaſt-Indie 
Prizes, and others in the laſt War with Folland, put 
into Xi;»ſale, enabi'd me to bring for my own propor- 
tion of Advance-money, for the preſent Revenue- Farm 
of Ireland, 9532 1. as appears upon Record in the i han- 
cery of England; and being by a Brother of mine, then 
here, without my privity or delice, engag'd in this un- 
dertaking, and a ſtranger to all the Partner(hip, except- 
ing one, Jxre laſt was three years | (old my Intereſt for 
4000 [, profit. This. Mony Limploy'd in Corporation and 
Church-Leaſcs, in Mortgages, and other Securities, at 
IO L. per cent. the Intereſt of that Kingdom. And after 
this account, it I have no viſible real Eſtate, I hope no 
man can doubt but that I may live independently, tho' 
beſides, I happen-to be a younger Brother, ſo far from 
being a prejudice, that it's poſlible to prove my advanr 
tage, being defizn'd the Heir of two-elder Brothers, who 
neither have, nor are like to have any Chidren. The 
Bills of Exchange, drawn, and remitted to and from 7re- 
Lind, by Sir John Frederick. and Company, Mr. D. Ar» 
ther, and other known Merchants, will ſhew my proper 
Fond, and no Man's Bounty, ſupported my Expencesz 
and therefore, becaule I can with great Truth, 1 do the 
more freely declare, That I neither have, nor ever had 
any Relation tothe Duke or. Dutcheſs of Tork, as a Ser- 
vant or Dependent, a Sallary -man or Penfioner, and was 
ſa far from ſucceeding Mr.Coleman, that his Employment 
never enter'd into my Thoughts taken up with Aﬀfairs 


[5] 
of a far different nature. My Journey to Flanders was 
no way criminal, and in a great meaſure the effect of cu- 
riolity, having before ſeen very little of that Countrey, 
Holland, or Germany, and as | went not with the Duke, 
ſo.may return- in his Train was purely accident. 


For my Religion, asI was born of Proteſtant Parents, 
ſo I was all along bred a member of the Church of 
England, and; (by the Grace of God) will live and die 
in.this Profeſtion 5 for it.is not ſo much owing tothe 
chance of Education, as to my choice, being ſatisfi'd by 
Reaſon, by Scripture, and the Laws of my Country, 
no inconliderable Argument, that of all, it is the molt 
purely Chriſtian. | 


Since I was{eventeen years of Age I have gone duly 
to Church, and ſeveral times in every, year receiv'd the 
Sacrament; I did ſo twice while in Flanders, as Dr. / ake 
and Dr. Doughty (the Duke's. Chaplains) aud others ean 


- witne(s.3 and | have done fo [ix- times (ince my retura 


thence, / there. are in this Honourable Houle that can 
te{tifie fome part of this Truth. I have taken che Oaths 
of Allegiance and Supremacy eleven times, am ready to 
ſubmit to all further injunctions of law in matters of Re- 
ligion, have in Diſputes encounter'd,, thu' unwillingly, 
with many of the ſeveral Orders abroad, remain'd un-- 
ſhaken in my Principles-z This at Ghesz, putting a Je+ 
ſuit C more zcalous than the reſt) intogreat paſſion, 
made him pronounce. me obſtinate ,, and declare, Pe: 
con'd ſooner bring over ten of the maſ rigid Phanaticks of 
England, than hope to make me a Fro Hite Now it all 
this be not ſuffictent to wipe off the 1imputation of Po- 


pery, 1 confelsI am to (eck for a defence, 
Among 
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Among others 'tis objeted , That by my Intereſt in 

his R. H. 1 got my Brother made-a Biſhop, in oppofiti- 
-onto the Lord Lievtenant'of Ireland, and contrary to 
Merit. To thisI anſwer, Thit my Brother has beert as 
much, and as injurioufly, tho' not-ſo- publickly, 'de- 
faca'd asI ; that he came off with Honour; that a peak 
between two Great Lords of that Kingdom; and one of 
the greateſt ofthis, did not only prevent his being ſov- 
ner promoted, but was the occaſion of his being befpat- 
terd with many felſhoods and calumnies{ that few in 
Treland deſerveit better; that what he enjoys, he ob- 
tain'd not in oppoſition to, tho' withont the 'recom- 
mendation of, the chief Governour, nor by the mediati- 
on ofthe Duke, but of a great Miniſter, m the prefence 
of my Lord Biſhop of Londox, from the King's imme- 
diate Grace openly ſhewn in Council; and' with'a par- 
ticular markof His Royal Favour. 


I hope 'tis' no Crime to honour and revere the Duke 
as he is a Prince, or it a ptivate man to love and value 
his innate Worth and Qualities ; or to have ſaid, as'tt is 
reported, (T wiſh nothing elle had been with lefs Truth) 
That I wou'd hazard my Life and Fortune to do him any 
tawful and juſt Service : If it be a Crime, as 1 can no 
ways apprehend of the Brother of my King, while pub- 
lickly pray'd for in all the Churches of the three King- 
doms, I confe(s nty (elf guilty ; But I am not ſo wedded 
to his Intereſts, as to eſpouſe or purſue them, 1f he can 
have any ſuch, contrary tothe Duty 1 owe, and ever 
will pay, my Soveraign, my Country,my Religion, and 
my God. 


And I do here moſt ſolemnly proteſt, as I hope for 
Heaven, 


— 
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Heaven, if -4 knew him in any inſtance a Corſpirator ot 
2'Traytor,/I wou'd not only deteſt, but endeavour to 
bring him to publick: Juſtice 3 and if ever he' can be 
prov'd a Criminal of this nature, I will have no more re-< 
(pet nor regard, but leſs, for him, than I wou'd for any 
common Oftender. And therefore, without the hopes 
of Reward, or the fears of Puniſhmenr, I declare in the 
preſence of the Almighty, if I knew any part of the 
Popiſh-Plot, or the Perſons concern'd in't, | wou'd long 
ſince have reveal'd the whole Contrivance : But none in 
their (ſenſes can believe, that a known Proteſtant cou'd 
be made privy to (ucha Conſpiracy ; to which, if nece(- 
ſary, might be added, that I was in a Country remote 
from that, where the Deſign is ſaid to be hatch'd. 


lown my ſelf of fo extenfive-a Charity, asto love the 
perſons of all honeſt Men, notwithſtanding their diffe- 
ting from me m opinion, about the Modes and Cir- 
cumltances of Religion, and to be for Liberty of Con- 
{crence, when conlittent with the ſafery of the ſtate, to 
all qunet and peaceable Diſſentersz; But when 'tis urg'd 
and made ule of to other ends, or as a Cloak for Re- 
bellion or Treachery, I abominare all ſuch Indulgence. 


But I will no Jonger dwell on this Subject, than'to - 
mind you of Colloncl Marfe!'s miſtake or forgetfulneB, 
when he mforms this Honourable Houſe, That i or about 
july 1678. TI din'd at his Treat for a German Lord, in 
order to a Deſign of his upon a ory, - Command, and that 
2 or 3 days aſter , I ſhou'd adviſe him againſt it , telling' 
him the Duke won'd zcry ſoon have occaſfon ſor ſuch Officers. 
Firſt, I do fay, to have ſaid ſo was no Crime ; But I 
cafily fee through this Artifice, 'tis to ferve as an argu- 


ment, 
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ment, that I underſtood ſomewhat of the Plot, -of which 
I amas-ignorant as any man living, beyond 'what] have 
{incelearnt from the Prints and public Fame. Inthe next 
place, 1 do utterly deny Iever (aid the words, becauſe 1 
do not know the Duke had any fuch Deſign, and am 
certain I cannot invent. Beſides,by many circumſtances, 
needleſs here to mention, that Dinner was after the 
Courts return from Windſor, and conſequently after the 
breaking forth of the Plot. I defire the Gentleman wou'd 
recolle& himſelf; at that time he was very great and 
intimate with a Roman Catholick, H. N. from whom 
if he heard not the words, as I am not apt to imagine, 
I am confident he dream'd them. He cannot be igno- 
rant that I knew why he was disbanded in Ireland, &c. 
and thatI always declin'd, not only as having no Inte- 
reſt, but as unwilling for other reaſons, tointroduce him 
to the Duke, as he often preſs'dz and therefore he made 
his application to others, but with as ill ſucceſs, 


And now give me leave, Tbeſeech you, Mr. Speaker, 
to anſwer an ObjeRion, that I ſhou'd have preſcrib'd a 
way how the King ſhou'd live without Parliaments : I 
am (o far from entertaining ſuch a thought, that I ever 
eſteem'd the Conſtitutions of Frgland by King , Lords 
and Commons the happieſt Kind of Government in the 
world ; and if the diſcourſe called, The Riſe and Power 
of Parliaments, &c. be mine, of which many will have 
me the Author, the reading it, wou'd be of this a ſuffici- 
ent Confutation : In that, Parliaments are magnif'd, their 
power rather enlarg'd than leſſen'd, and their frequent 
meetings recommended as molt convenient, 


In a word, whatever Character my Adverſaries have 
given 
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given of me, I am not a Profdeſtant in Maſquerade, I can 
neither Lie nor Diſſemble, 1 am-really what I profes, 
and as the word is commonly taken, go lover of Arbj- 
trary Government, in any fjogle or complicated Bodp, 


As tothe Letter ſubſcribd by Fitz-Jemes, 1 do fin- 
cerely proteſt I have no Acquaintance with any of the 
; Nare, nor ever ſaw the Hand before, nor the intended 
| Meſſenger C. who net finding me, left it with the Maid- 
| ſervant : But in this there is nothing Criminal. 


hn, + 


As to the Computations, they are a Tranſcript from n 
Paper of Sir Feter Petts, containing the number of 
Conformiſts, Noa-conformifts, and Papiſts throughout 
England, taken by the Biltbops order, in, or about the 
time of the General Indulgence, and by him produc'd 
preſently after the Plot, upon the talk that there were 
fifty thouſand Papilts, able to bear Arms, within Temple- 
Bar and about Weſtminſter ; a number near double te 
what, at the taking this ſurvey, there were found Men, 
Women and Children in the whole :Kingdorn. 


For the Copy of my Couſin Hilſens writing, I confels 
it the only thing I endeavour'd to evade, having inge- 
nuouſly, and without reſerve an{wer'd all other queſti. 
ons. That individual Paper I never ſaw befare the pre- 
ceding night, when meeting it in.the Drawer of my 
Bed-Chamber, ( always open, whether I am at bome 
| or abroad) 1 laid it uppermoſt with purpoſe of inquiring 
| how he came by it, and whether he knew the Author ; 
| but noe —_ till next day 1n preſence of the Mem- 
bers (ent to ſearch my Lodges I cou'd nat aak him, 

and was ſurpriz'd to have = tcreet and Reflettive a 
Paper 
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Paper found in his hand, and among -mine. *Tis true; 
that about three weeks before, I tound another of the 
ſame Contents, in an old crabbed hand, to me un- 
known 3 which after [ had read, and concluded it might 
poſſibly be left by ſome of my Acquaintance in their 
Viſits, and being unable to gueſs at the perſon, not 
knowing how Jong it had layn there, being dated 
above a Month betore, I immediately threw it into the 
Fire. Yet inthis Paper, w hich has made (© great a noiſe, 
there is neither Felony nor Treaſon; and being the 
AC of another, and never by me publiſh'd, having nei- 
ther Sub, nor Super, Scription, nor Writ to, nor from 
me, nor Copy'd by my order, cannot, I preſume, be a 
Libel, nor I hope imputed to me, to whom. it came per- 
tetly by Accident :: If it were lawful to ſpeak ones 
gueſſes from the Contents, it ſhou'd ſeem to have come 
from a Learned Gentleman, one of your own Members, 
then in the Country, skill'd in the pariſh Tongue, to 
which both my Couſin and [ are perfect ſtrangers ;:nor 
was either of us out of london then, or for lome time 
before. If I cou'd as well hit upon the Perſon, as his 
Quality, I wou'd give a more fatisfactory account of 
this matter; and I hope this Honourable Allembly will 
the ſooner credit me, when they retleCt, that upon ſeeing 
another Paper of my Kinſmans-writing, I wou'd not by 
a Lie deny this to be his hand. 


As for my writing to Mr. Gadbnry, I reter my (elf to 
the Letter 1n- Sir H7/l;am Wallers hands : I have told 
you the accidental occaſion; I defir'd ſrom him, (whoſe 
Acquaintance I knew large, even among the Members 


of that Parliament ) the moſt material of public News ; - 


[ neither ask'd for Schemes or Figures, I: have ever 
laugh'd 
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laugh'd'ar the idle and ridiculous Art of Judicial Aſtro 
logy, invented, at leaſt praftisd, to impoſe upon, and 
pick the Pockets of the [gnorant and the Credulous. 


And now as tothe Cauſe of my Commitment : The 
ſtory Dr. D. told me as News,of Peter Norris his know- 
ing as much of the Plot as any man in England, his go- 
ing, or being gone into Trance to fetch a Prieſt to be a 
Witneſs, [ can only ſay, as near as[ remember, I gave 
the ſame account ta Mr. Secretary ; not as an Informer, 
but as News ; for not being look'd upon as ſuch, [ was 
not defir'd to Swear, nor cou'd [to a hear-ſay. Ja this 1 
call Hcaven to witneſs F had no Siniſter deſign, but an 
Honeſt intention of having the full Truth brought to 
Light:.. Nor do | know, nor have I any reaſon to be- 
lieve, "that Mr: Secretary's after proceedings were from 
any other principle. Upon my telling him the Name ot 
Norris, and. his ſaying he had never before heard it, 
and commanding me to ſend the Doftor to him, or the 
others Deſcription 3 As ſoon as I met with the Doctor, 
which was (everal days after this Diſcourſe 3 and he as 
not knowing Mr. Secretary refuſing to go, I delir'd trem 
him the Deſcription, which ſometime after he brought 
me; I gave or ſent to Mr. Secretary, for I cannot tell 
whether, But of this I am certain, that all I knew of the 
Aﬀair, was from the "Door only ; and that I never 
communicated it to any, but Mr, Secretary, and that by 
what writ under the Deſcription, appears to be near 
a Month after Norris his departure, and conſequently 
cou'd not be deſign'd to ſtop his Journey, or prevent-the 
Prieſts coming over, or obſtruct the fuller diſcovery ot 
the Plot , which no man living deſires more than my 
ſelf, believing it the Intereſt of every honeſt Subject 
., C- 2 and 


\ 
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and Proteſtant, (out of which number I cannot be ex- 
cluded) to have all in't, from the higeſt tothe Joweſt pu- 


niſh'd according to merit ; and that- tranquility it has- 


ſo long diſturb'd, re-ſett]'d in the Kingdom : And now 
I hope none of the Members of this Honourable Houle 
can imagine I cou'd be guiky of ſo Horrid a Crime, as 


having any knowledge of the Prieſts being poilon'd, as. 


ts ſuſpefted, or given out he might be. I am ſo ignorant 
of this, or any part of the Conſpiracy, that I do not ſo 
much deſpiſe, as decline, becauſe not needing 3t, the 
generous offer of Mr. Speaker, or other Members Inter- 
ceſton for my Pardon : 1 acknowledge, as I ought the 


Favour with all fitting reſpe&; but Ithank God, I am. 


ſo Innocent , that I dare, as now 1 do, challenge the 
whole world,to make out one particular, where in Word 
or Action, in the whole courſe of my life, 1 have done 
or ſpoken falfly, or unjaſtly; and yet no man ever 
ſuffer d more Catamnies without any cauſe, or the leaſt 
ſhadow. of Truth, beyond the witty malice of thoſe, 
whoſe Eyes are blinded, and Conlciences {ear'd by Envy 
and Intereſt, who from pretended Friends are become 
my real Adverſaries, comrary to Reaſon and Juſtice. 
But further, none caB believe I cou'd. keep any danger- 


ous Correſpondence, when.its well known that for theſe. 
three years and. a half all my Letters were no otherwiſe. 


Directcd, than for me at the Koyal Cofſe houſe. 


Beſides it appear'd at the Committee. by Norris his: 
own Papers, that this Prieſt Dowdal, ( whoſe Name EL 
never heard before, ) died September.laſt was twelve 
month , eight months before I heard there was ftich a 
man inthe World as Norris, and at a time when I waz in 
another Country. And fince you have thought fit ta 

acquit- 


=> 


>> 
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acqurre Dr. .. who was my Author and Principdl, atd 


who own'd himſelf a # Catholich, lhope you will 
not think it cqual, 3 a known kincere Proteftarit, and 


but an Acceſlary, (h ſtand Committed, and Com- 
micted after ſuch a , as neither Felon nor Tray- 
tor, not only Accusd, but Convided, cou'd (utter a 
clofer Confinement, | 


And here, Mr. Speaker, I intreat your leave to ask 
Pardoy, if at the Committee my behaviour has offer» 
ded any of the Members of this Honourable Houſe, and 
to-(ay, whatever heat I expreſsd, was the etiect of Paſt 
fien, to which I was moy'd, by _—_ ſeveral of them 
nm public, as at Locket, and other Eating and ( offee+ 
Fouſes, had call'd me Þapift, and a fecond Colewen, with - 
other Afperſions I cou'd not bear wrthour Refemement : 
To this was added my being commended a Meſſenger 
for Dr. D. (an-Office beneath me,) and wherein I cou'd : 
not expedt to be (ſucceſsful, not knowing whether he 
wou'd appear without Compulſion. I hope -it will not 
be accounted an unexpiable Crime for a Gentleman of 
more Years and Difcretion, than 1 can pretend to, to 
ſhew himſelf diſturd'd at a conceiv'd Indignty or AF 
ront'z and in hopes it may not beaccounted fo hainous,- 
I do once more withall due Submnffien beg pardon. 
There is one thing more I cannot without trouble touch 
upon, the Reflections the Written Votes, very different - 
from the Printed, bring upon my Repuration: In thoſe 
Tis faid, it appears that I have fucceeded Mr. Coleman, 
that which-there never was a more groundlefs, falſe, or - 
malicious mvention: And alſo that I queſtion'd your 
Authority,and ſaid your Proceedings look'd hke the late 


Rebellion. However Sir William came to _ 
the 
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the Report, my words were to Sir John Morton ina- 
nother Room, and to himI appeal, whether they were 
not thus. Upon his adviſing that I ſhou'd fare the bet- 
ter, if I freely ſhew'd my Papers, I told him I wou'd 
not hid one, nor diſpute their power, tho' [ had heard 
others did z and that the Seizing Cloſets and Writings, 
was not only Illegal , but look'd upon as one of the 
Cauſes of the laſt Rebellion ; thereupon he wiſh'd I had 
not ſaid the Words: Ireply'd, I ment no harm by thoſe 
Objections, and notwithſtanding my mentioning them, 
they ſhou'd find in me a readinc(s to obey, and an intire 
ſubmiſſion 3 and added, if they were offenſive, I un- 
faid them, and ask'd his pardon, as I now humbly- do 
from the whole Houſe, if } am thought herein to have 
offended : And to doSir John Juſtice, he was pleas'd 
to promiſe he wou'd take no notice of the Diſcourle, 
unleſs commanded; to whom with the reſt of the Com- 
mittee I refer my (elf, whether of my own accord [ 
was not going along with them, when I met your 
Meſſenger. 


IF I had been guilty of any Crime, I had nor only 
Warning, but Threats and Advices to fly many days, 
ſome weeks before, when I was told by Letters from 
unknown hands, and by ſeveral perſons of Honour and 
Quality, that I was deſign'd to be brought into trouble, 
I need not 1n this place ſay, for what reaſon, And 
here I cannot by the way but take notice of a Report 
made by Juſtice Y'arcxp at this Bar, and ſpread at Coffee- 
Houſes, that he ſhou'd have Search'd Mr. Sheridans 
Lodgings, and there found unly a parcel of Popiſh 
Books, whereas he never was in mine, but at Mr. 


Brunetty s Houſe, an Ttalian Merchant, whole Books 
thoſe 


| 
| | 
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thoſe muſt have been; and therefore I hope this was ſome 
Clarks, rather than his miſtake. 


And now ſince no Man can be plac'd beyond the 
reach of Malice, and the devices of the wicked, and 
that I happen to be brought hither as a ſuppos'dCrimina), 
I am extream]y pleasd I had the good fortune to meet 
with ſo wiſe and equal Judges, as compoſe this Auguſt 
and Honourable Aſſembly; where I am ſo far from 
fears, that Ido not doubt, but upon an exaGt Scrutiny, 
and an Impartial Ex2mination, my having been ſo in- 
finitely, and ſo wrongfully expos'd to the publick 3 will 
be ſo far from gratifying my Adverſaries unjuſt defires, 
that they will not only be defeated, but my ſelf greatly 
advantagd; aud therefore I leave my Cauſe at the 
Footſtool of your Juſtice, and willingly ſubmit to your 
Pleaſure and Determinations, praying no other favour, 
than what I am ſure you wou'd grant without asking 3 
your full Conſideration of the whole Matter, your 
ſpeedy Condemnation or Acquittal, as I ſhall be fcund 
Guilty or Innocent, 


THE 
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The next Day after this Speech; Mr. Sheridan was freed 
from his Cloſe Reſtraint, and his Confincment made more 
Tolerable, by the Liberty of Converſing with whom he 
p'eas'd: A Committee was appointed to examine, Whe- 
ther the Paper found looſe in his Chamber, were of his 
O72, or Nephew's Writing ; though for it, as a Breach 
of Priviledge, the Laff had been Committed Five Dayes 
before. Where, by the way, ic may ſeem odd, That 
Copying a Letter without Divulging it, becauſe there- 
in a Member of the Hovſe was reflected on, ſhou'd be a 
Crime deſerving fo ſevere a Treatment, as the Commit- 
ment of a Young Gentleman of the Temple ; who, Tho 
he own'd it his Hand, and declar'd he Tranſcrib'd' it for his 
own Uſe, as a thing Pleaſing and Witty in the Stile and 
Compoſition, was yet notwithſtanding, commanded (in 
their Preſence) to write Three or Four Lines; which he 
did with that - 1 they cou'd not but be fatisfy'd 
he did not Connterfeſt. Some Malicious Perſons will have 
it, that his Crime was, his Relation to Mr. Sheriday. 

At'this Committee, both the Yncle, and the Nephew were 
rreated, firſt Civilly, and after Roughly enough ; the One 
threatned with the Pilbry, &c. the Other with an intend- 
ed Report to the Houſe of his being a very dangerous 
Perſon. To which 'he reply'd, That he mas, ſorry ſach 
an Opinion was taken up, without pny Ground ; that he cod 
not prevent” their Pledars . only delir'd, They would vo, 
as they wottld be done unto ; xd conſider, that he was 
as true a Proteſtant, as any in the Church of Eng'and ; and 
as Honeft a Man, as any in the Kinzdom ; that he Defy'd the 
diſproving of either of thoſe Two Truths and if ſuch Men 
were Dangerous, none were otherwiſe, but Fools and Knaves, 
But what-ever was the Cauſe, *tis obſervable, that this 
Report was never made, tho the Committee Sate Thurſday 
the Sixteenth of December. 
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After this, he was often told by ſeveral Perſons, That 
they heard, his Name won'd be inſerted among it the Papiſts, 
in the diſign'd Bill of Baniſhment : An Artifice too weak to 
frighten one of leſs Courage, who cou'd not but be af 
{ur'd, fo unreaſonable a Clauſe was unlikely to paſs the 
whole Houſe of Commons ; or, if it ſhou'd, it wou'd not 
the King and Logs; the Great Conſervers of Juſtice, 
and the Supreme Tribunal of England. 

Having ſtood Committed Fifteen Dayes, at great and 
exceſſive Charges, and after all Inquiries and Searches, no- 
thing Criminal being found againſt him ; he was by ſome 
Friends, as well Members as others, together with his 
Coſcn, that they might not ſeem Stubborn, prevail'd up- 
on to Petition for their Releaſment ; but to no — 
ſome angry Members 0 poſing the Reading of their Pe- 
tions. I am confident, this cou'd not be the Senſe, becauſe 
not agreeable to the Juſtice, tho' perhaps to the Orders and 
__ of the whole Horſe; yet thereupon they were laid 
aſide. 

Mr. Sheridan, having now too much Cauſe to conclude, 
he was not like to be Releas'd during that SFr, ſince 
it was-not in his Power to anſwer the: ExpeCtations or 
Deſires of ſome Perſons, rclolv'd to ſeck his Remedy by 
a Habeas Corpus, upon a: Statute lately made, to prevent 
Illegal-and Arbitrary Impriſonments; from which, if he 
cou'd nat. be freed, he hop'd from the Twelve Judges, and the 
Chantellor, iFrefus'd, to recover Sixty T houſand' Five Hundred 
Pounds Penalty, to Support and Eaſe his Expence. But the 
Dread of the Houſe of Commons wou'd not ſuffer any of 
the many Counſellors or Sollicitors he conſulced, to in- 
trermeddle in the Matter. Nevertheleſs, he was not dif- 
courav'd, butof himſelf purſu'd it, tho' without Precedent, 
and contrary to the Advice of moſt of his Friends. lam 
Ivarh' te te!! you, - how very Nicely, fome fay Fearfully, 

the 
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c s proceeded in this Aﬀair ; moſt deſiring further 
time, and after avoiding being ſpoken with, unwilling to 
Deny, and not daring to Grant. Bur I were Unjuft, if 
I did not let you know, that ſome wanted not Courage ; 
as my Lord Chancellor, Sir Thomas Jones, Sir Fob Charleton; 
and Sir Richard Weſton, who as oblig'd by Law and Con- 
{cience, his Oath, and a late Statute, to his Immortal Ho- 
nour, at the firſt word granting the Writ, made further 
Application to the others, unneceſſary. Sir william Dolber, 
-__ Baron Gregory, were out of Town, or Unconſulted. 
Of the reft I will ſay no more, at preſeat ; only tell you, 
Mr. Sheridan is advis'd to bring his Attion againſt ſeveral, 
particularly inſt Sir Francis North, and Jud e Raymund - 
The Laff of theſe Two thinking fit to ask the Commons 
Advice, in this particular Inftance of doing that Juſtice 
to a Subje&, which all Judges are ſworn neither to De- 
»), nor Delzy. An Att of an extraordinary Nature, and 
without Precedent, for a Judge to expe&t Direions 
in the Execution of his Truſt, from the Houſe of Commons, 
who are no 'Court of Fedicature; and who, if the Caſe 
had been dubious, as here himſelf confeſsd it was not, 
ought rather to apply himſelf to the reft- of the Judges, 
ro His Majeſties mott Honourable Privy-Counci!, or. to 
the Houſe of Lords, the laft Reſort of Appeals in the 
Kingdom: * 
I will pas by this Judge's Servants denying his being 
withins and fending_ [(as 1 am inform'd) for Sir Thomas 
Stringer, a Juſtice of the Peace, to Examine the Gentle- 
man that Sollicired /Mr. :Sheridar's Bufinefs, and the Wit- 


neſs, whether .they were Proteſtants, and wou'd Take 


the Daths vf Atloxiance, &c. which they, being Members 

of the Church of E:ylard, offer'd to do, ito his great Diſ- 
appointment. : : | p46 3-0 

At length, after Twelve Dager ſtruggling with Difficul- 

= ties, 
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ties, not only with the Judges, but with Inferior Officgs ; 
the Serjeant, at Arms was lerv'd with the Habeas Corpus, 
who there-with acquaints the Houle: They, after Three 
daycs Iebate, and 7hrige Reading over the Statute, find- 
inz all fo plain, cou'd not but leave the Serjeart in Obedi- 
ence to the Writ, to carry his Priſoner betore the Judge ; 
where appearing with Mr. Sheridan, the'Baron took the 
Names of Three Subſtantial Perſons, by him produc'd for 
Bail; declaring he. wou'd ſend to the Speaker, and 4ttor- 
ney-Gexeral, and if on Monday following, (the utmoſt Time 
allow'd by the A&A) nothing more appear'd againſt the 
Priſoner, he ſhou'd then between Three and Four a Clock, 
Receive the Benefit of his Habeas Corprs, But the P2020: 
gation in the Morning, prevented the _ Execution of the 
Baron's Intentions, and let Mr. Sheridan, and* his Kin(- 
man wilſon at Liberty, after almoſt \Fzve Weeks expen- 
ſive Confinement ; who, in all Probability, had lain in 
Cuſtody during that Seffion, how long ſoever, if a Habei 
Corps had not been then procur'd: Upon which, after 
Mr. Sheridan had been Diſcharg'd, his Kinſman expeed 
l:kewiſe his Releaſement ; there being no Hopes his Peti- 
tion wou'd be read, ſince ſo often oppos'd by: Mr. C. tho 
Mr. Godolphin, upon whoſe account he is ſaid to have 
been Committed, ſent word he was ſorry he ſhon'd on 
his ſcore be ſo great a Sufferer ; and promis'd, upon any 
others Motion, to ſecond that for his Liberty : Of which, 
many of that Houſe thought, he had done nothing worthy 
the Forfeiture. 

And becauſe you have heard by the VVritten Votes, that 
it did not appear to Baron Weſton, that Mr. Sheridan was 
Committed by the Houſe of Commons, when he granted 
the Writ; you have here ſub-joyn'd a true Copy of his 
Pefition, 6A, warrant thereunto annex'd, and dehver'd to 
the Barone | TT) 1 


To 
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To Sir. Richard Weſton, Koizht, 'Oac of the Barons 
of His Majeſties Court of Exchecquey, - ©* -- 


| The Humble Petition or Requeſt of Thomas Sheridan, 


Sheweth, -- 

Hat Your Petitioner was on the Ninth of Decembec 
laſt, Committed by one and the ſame Warrant, and 

upon the ſame Account, with Dr, D. (who was Re- 

leas'd within Two Dayes after) into the Cuſtody of the Ser- 
jeant at Arms, attending the Houſe of Commons. 
That Your Petitioner humbly conceives he ought ts:be Bail'd, 
neither Felony, nor Treaſon, nor any other Crime, nor Breach 
of Priviledge, beins laid to his Charge; as by the Copy 
of the Warrant of his Commitment here-unto annex'd, does 
appear. | iD « 
He therefgre Humbly prayes, To have His 
Majeſties Writ of Habeas Corpns, ACcor- 


ding to the Statute made Triceſ/imo Pri 
70 of the now KING. 


And Tour Petitioner ſhall Pray, &c.. 


The Copy of the WARRANT. 


Y UAertue of an Owder of the Commons of England: 
Afembled in Parliament, this Day made, Theſe- 
are to Till and Require you to keep in ſafe Cu- 

ſtody the Bodyes of Yr. Sheridan, and Br. D. ſeparately: / 

- iy 
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and apart, DURING THE PLEASURE OF THE 
HOUSE OF-COMMONS. And you are not to uf: 
' fer 02-admit any- Perſon to them, other than ſuch as 

ſhall have Occaſion to bzing them Neceſlaries: And foz 

your. ſo-doing,: this ſhall be your Warrant, Hereof fail 

you-not, as you will anſwer the Contrary at your Pe- 
- til. - Given under my Hand the Nimtþ Day of Decem- 
' ber, 1680. 


Willam Williams, Speaker, 
To John Topham, Eſquire, Serjeant at Arms, &c. 


— 


- Tt is very obvious, and natural to obſerve from re- 
counting to you this Caſe, that the Gzeat Charter of 
England, or Yagna Charta, was little thought of, or 

that I am much miſtaken in its meaning ; ſince nothin 
is more expreſly forbid, than that any Man ſhou'd be 
Impriſon'd, or Difſeiz'd of any part of his Free-hold, 
Goods, or Chattles (among which, are to be reckon'd 
all things a Man is Lawfully poffeſt of, whether Letters, 
Papers, .or other Matters) without due proceſs of Law. 
By 25 Eaw. 3. 6c. 4. it Was EnaQted, That none ſhall be 
taken by Petition or Suggeſtion made to 

* The Parliament is ; 


the , or to his * Council, unleſs 

—_— A - he ts or Preſentment - 
good and lawful People of the ſame Neigh- 

bourhood, where ſuch Deeds be done in due manner; or by 
Proceſs wade by writ Original at the Common-Law ; and that 
none be put out of his Franchiſe, or Free-hald, . unleſs he be duly 
brought in to anſwer, and fore-judged of the feme, by the 
Courſe of the Law. And 28 Eaw. 3.c. 3. it .is Ordain'd, 
That wo Man, of what Eſtate, or Condition ſaever the be 


» 


ſhall be put out of his Lands ani Tenements, nor taken, nor 
| impriſoned, 


- 
— ——— | — 
. 
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mprifſoned, nor diſ-inherited, without beino brouht in to 
pre by due _—_ of Law. 42 Edw, V A *tis De- 
creed, That no Man be put to Anſwer without Preſentment 
before Fuitices, or Matter of Record, or by due Proceſs, and 
Writ Orizinal, according to the Old Law of the Land: And 
if any thing be done to the — it ſhall be woid in 
Law, and holden for error. Likewiſe, in the Petition of 
Right, 3 Car. 1. c. 1. 'tis Complain'd of by the Com- 
mens, 2s a great Grievance of the Subjet, That acainſt 
the Tenor of the ſaid Statutes, and other the good Laws, and 
Statutes of this Realm to that end Provided, divers of His 
Majeſties Subjedts have been Impriſoned CUithout any Cauſe 
ſhewed; and when for their Deliverance, they were 
brought before Juſtices, by His Maje- 

fties * Writs of Habeas Corpus, there , by =, 
to undergo and receive, as the Court though the Laws were 
{ſhould Order; and their Keepers Com- w_—_ I EX» 
manded to Certify the Caule of their fe © © 5 = 
Detainer ; to Cauſe was Certihied, 

but that they were Detained by His Myjeities Spect- 
al Command. And 37 Z4aw. 3. c. 18. 'tis EnaQted, That 
though it be Ordained in the Great Charter, that #9. Man 
be Taken, nor Impriſoned, nor put ont of his Free-hold, with- 
out Proceſs of the Law ; nevertheleſs, divers People make falſe 
Suggeſtions to the King himſelf, as well for Malice, as oth:y- 
niſe, where the King, is often Grieved,' and divers of the 
Realm put in Damage, azainit the Form of the ſame Char- 
ter: Wherefore it is Ordained, That all rhey who make ſuch 
Suggetions, ſhall be ſent with the ſame Suggeſtions before 
the Chancellor, Treaſurer, 424 his Grand Council ;: azd 
that they fiad there Surety, to purſue their Suggeitions, and 
incur the ſame Pain, that the others (bould have had, if At-" 
tainted, in caſe that his Suggeſtion be found Evil, Or as .. 
it is alter'd in the following Parliament, 38 Edwv. 3. 9. 
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It is Aſſented, that if} he that 1paxeth' the Complaint, cannot 
prove bis intent . againſt the Defendant, hz ſhall be Comman- 
ded to Priſon, there to abide till bb» hath made eree to the 
Faxty of his Darsa7ts, AAU of the Slandcy that he hath Suf- 
fer'd by ſuch Occiſina ; and after (ball mate Fine, and Ran- 
{or to the King. In the Stacute. 16 Car. 1. c. 10. *tis De- 
ciarcd, That the Realons tor putting down the $tar-Chan- 
ber-Court, Was not only Founded .on. their Proceeding 
contrary to former Statutes; but that it was alſo an 
intolerable Burden to the Subject, that the Remedies - 
for all Cauſes, might be had in the ordinary Courts of 
Juſtice; and that it was the means tor introducing Ar- 
bilrayy Government. | 
I fay then, if the ſame things are Exercis'd, and the 
Cauſes remain any where elſe, they are equally to- be 
Diſcountenanc'd, and Explode'd by X:2g and Parliament, 
and a'!l Free-born Subje&ts: And if the K7ze's Officers 
or Miniſters, from the Higheſt to the Loweſt, do/any 
Illegal A&, though by the Xizz's expreſs Command, 
they themſelves become Criminal: 1t cannot be ſuppog'd, 
that any Officer of any Court whatever, &6r' PoWer-in- 
Ferior to Bis Majeſtics, can have a greater Latitude ; but 
that whoever Exccutes any unlawful Command to the Pre- 
judice of his Fellow SubjeCt, muſt be Anſwerable ro rhe 
Party Agriev'd, and Ilyabl!e to make him SatisfaRtion ; 
uwotwithſtanding any Illegal Warrant whatſoever. + 

He that Conſiders the great Charge of One Pound, $ix 
Shillings, and Eight Pence per Diem, Fees to the Serjeant, 
and his Meſſenger, beſides Diet, and Lodging at Pleaſure, 
will believe no Man ought to Suffer under that Puniſh- 
rTaent, but upon good Crounds, and in conformity tofor- 
ricr Laws, without the Acculers giving Security for Pro- 
j:curion. &anſwering Damages, if the Party prove himſelf 
in1ui'd. Tis a known Maxim 18 our Laws, that Carcer 77 


' 


44 


(33) 

ad cuſtodiendos, non'aa puniendos homines, before Trial or 
Convittion ; which was ſo far from being Mr. Sheridaz's 
Caſe, that he was Committed, During Pleaſure to a 
Chargeable Confinement, without Cauſe Alledg'd, or 
any Information upon Oath ; which is very Remarkable, 
if we conſider Norris's Caſe, which was Voted by the 
ſame Houſe, that reſtrain'd Mr. Sheridan in this manner, 
Illegal and Arbitrary, becauſe there was neither informa- 
tion upon Oath, nor Crime Specifi'd ; and ſure, noMan 
can Conclude the Commons may do that againſt a Sub- 
jet, which the K:zg cangot, without ſome Statute, gi- 
ving the one that Power, which is Deny'd by all to . 4 
other. But, as the Kizg can do no Wrong, though his 
Officers may ; ſo Iam content toadmit, if they Challenge 
the ſame Priviledge, that the Houſe of Commons may be 
alwayes in the Right, provided they allow, that in the 
Execution of their InjunCtions, ſome of their Merabers, 
and Miniſters, may be not; though the whole Body may 
be exempt, yet thoſe do run the hazard of being call'd 
to an Account. 

I am, certain, 'twas in Order to Vindicate the Right 
of the SubjeCt, as well as to retrieve his own Liberty, and 
free himſelf from charge, Mr. Sheridan attempted the 
Habeas Corpus; a Motion, that no doubt offended ſome, 
though not the diſintereſſed part of the Nation, nothing 
tending more to the advantage of the People, and the op- 
poſition of Arbitrary Power, at leaſt equally to be con- 
tended againſt in the Commons, as in the King, by every 
free-born Subje&; who if neceſſity makes him a Slave, 
and he have the Liberty to chooſe, ought and muſt pre- 
fer one Maſter to many. And tho' it was three ſeve- 
ral Dayes debated in the Houſe, and that ſome were of 
opinion, the A&t was not deſign'd in favour of any 
by them Committed, the Contrary was ſo plain _ 
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the Words, that it was never brought to a Vote, And 
I am inform'd, that one of «he moſt Eminent and Delſer- 
vedly Leading men.of the Houle, a Manager of My Lord 
Szaffords Tryal, Ms.'P. advis'd their-proceeding accordin 
to Law, ina Caſe where the Right-of the Subjeft was 3 
nicely concern'd ; and which was indeed, or might be, 
every Ezglifo-man's, in which preſent and future Ages 
were equally intereſſed, and in- which a Vote, not hav- 
ing at all che farce of a Law, nor the expoſition of a 
Statute, miglat not only Refle, but make them Odious 
to all the World: Anadvice, which all the People.in the 
Kingdom ought to acknowledge with Gratitude; nothing 
being more certainly the true Intereſt of the Nation, than 
to keep all things withun their proper Bounds and Chan- 
nels ; the King to continue to Both Houſes of Parlia- 
ment, What rhe Lords have by Fundamental Conſtituti- 
ons alwaycs enjoy'd, and the Commons by their con- 
ftantly renew'd Petitions have recerv'd from the Kings 
Favour, their accuſtomed Right, and Priviledges; and nei- 
ther Lords nor Commons to Entrench upon, or offer vi- 
alation to, 2ny of their Soveraigns Preropatives, which 
(as the great Coke layes) are as much the Peoples Safety 
as the Kinss Honor. 

And indeed it were highly prepoſterous, that the King, 
who is the Fountain,Spring and Head of all Law & Juftice, 
ſhould be concluded by this A&, and the Commons 
ſhould not, who are the Loweſt part in the Legiſlative 
Power, and who have no manner of pretence to Judica- 
ture, nor (by Original Writ) to Juriſdiction over any, 
even their own Members; as is conſonant to Reaſon, be- 
ing all qual, and as ſuch, having no more Power over 
one another, than Hartford-ſhire has over Eſſex, or Oxford 
over Cambriaze, agreeable to that known Maxim in our 
own, and the Law's of all Nations, Parrbus in pares non 
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datur poteſtas. It plainly appears, that the Puniſhments 
of breach of privitedge againſt any of the Commons, 
was order'd, upon their ——_ by the King or 
Lords, and never any by themſelves inflied®before the 
later ead of Hexry the 8s. Reign,, when the caſe' of Fey- 
rers, becauſe extraordinary,. was referr'd ro uns by the 
Lords, as you will ſee in Crompton: Juriſdiftion of Courts. 
And at this day *tis certain, the Commons can force 
none into the cuſtody of their Serjeant, but-in the caſe 
of Refra&tory Perſons . are under a neceſſity of begging 
the Kings alliſtance, as is plain not only from Mr. Stow 
els refufal to go along with their Meſſenger ; bur likewiſe 
from their Printed Votes of the 8th. of this inſtant Fannary; 
conceraing Sr. Toh Lloyd, &e. However, fince coneefi- 
on ar continued. ulage have given them Power over theit 
own Members, or over others guilty of Breach of 
Priviledge, let them wn Gods Name enjoy it ſtill; but let 
them not Vote any thing they pleaſe a breach of Privi- 
ledge, ſince they arelinown, and no other than what th 
ask ar rhe beginning . of every Parliament from the King 
Grace, and -are Recortied, as: firlt beg'd in Hexry the $ths, 
dayes by Sr. Thomas Moor, then Speaker. ' To Ad other- 
wile, is to ſet up an Arbitrary Power, never to be endu- 
red by any E»ghſÞ-man,. untels the- moſt deſpicable of 
Cowards and —— of bis Country-Laberties. For, as 
che Commons are the Repreſentatives of the Nation; fo 
they are choſen to defend, not invade their own, when out 
of that ſtation, . as well as the Peoples, Priyiledges. 

While this Proceſs was on foot, Mr. Sh-ridan had ma- 
ny Addreſſes and Advices to Petition a fecond time ; which 
he not only refus'd before at the Serjeants Inſtance, but 
after alſo at -that of- others.; and that you- may be 
fully fatisfy'd of this Truth, Tead the following Letter on 
this oceafion' to oge has” TY. Sir R. C, 
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Haz been informd, firſt by the Serjeant of Your 
Houſe, and after by my Old Acquaintance Mr. Fers 


min, of your Favour towards me, I cannot with 
out Tgratitude, but return you my Hearty and Humble 
Acknwledgment for ſo Great an Obligation: But having 
formerly Petition'd with Great Deference, and Reſpect to 
the Honourable Houſe of Commons, otherwiſe againſt 
my own Judgment and Reaſon ; and T hat not being Read, 
having no New Matter to offer, Twill not give you the 
trouble of a Second. T am apt to think, when my Cauſe is 
Examin'd, it will be found amongſt the Hardeſt. Dr. D. a 
confeſt Papiſt, and Author of the Story, being Diſcharg'd 
without Fees or Petition in 'T wo Days ; and I a known Pro- 
teſtant kept Priſoner Twenty-Five, tho" both Committed for 
one and the ſame Cauſe, or rather no Cauſe, none being 
mention'd in the Warrant ; and for Eight of thoſe Dayes kept 
cloſer than a Felon, or a Traytor. Fad my firft been diſlik'd 
for Matter or Form, 1might have preferr d another, which 
now I think wou'd not be proper. Beſides my own Sufferings, 
my Coſen likewiſe taken into Cuſtody, for Copying a Paper 
contaming no Criminal, tho” Reflettive matter, as a Breach 0 
Priviledge, becauſe a Member mention'd ; and yet Four days. 
after, a Committee appointed to Fxamine, whether or no it was 
his Writing. Thope Sir, when theſe T hings, and the RefleSi« 
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ons Unjuſtly thrown upon me, are fully confider'd,T ſhall have 
my Liberty ; for which T will own my ſelf oblig'd to You, and 
on all Occaſions ſtudy to approve my ſelf, what T really am, 
SIR, | 


Your moſt humble, and very much 
oblig'd Servant, 


T..S: 


—  — —— 


I have induſtriouſly avoided in. this Narrative, - the; 
overtures I have heard were made Mr. $S, becauſe. 
not to be mention'd without Refleftion - oa one. 
{ide,j or too much Honour on his. Tis enough, that he 
reſiſted all manner of Temptations, that cou'd betray or, 
Gſeoera propenſion to Diſhonefty or Cowardize ; and 
that as he had ſpoken and given it under his hand, ſo he 
wou'd make his AQtions juſtifie his words, that he woy'd: 
by all poſſible means promote the good and ſervice of. 


his King and Country, without making Shipwrack of. - 


a Good Conſcience, and that Reputation, which ,though 


clouded for the preſent, he neither cou'd nor wou'd for- 


feit. 


I will add no more, than to Engliſh what 'a wiſe. 


French-man in {ſuch an occaſion has Recorded :; $i wous 


jugez ſur les apparences, vous ſerez ſouvent trompee : Ce qui, 


paroiſt weſt preſque jamais ls werite, If you will not be 
deceiv'd, judge not according to. Appearance, but judge 
Righteous judgment. He that has liv'd any time in the 
World, ought in paſſing his Cenſure upon others, to con- 
ſider whether he himlelf has never ws traduc'd, or 
heard groundleſs ſtories ; if he have-not, Ite has had ex- 
traordinary good fortune ; if he have, he ought tobe 
very flow in giving credit to Reports, which are ſometimes 
rais'd 
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rais'd upon very lirtle, and often without any, grounds. 
This has been notoriouſly Mr. g's. Cale ; no man was 
ever more loudly clamour'd againlt, nor more with- 
out cauſe, as appears in that after all {crutinies he is found 
Innocent ; inſomuch rhat one may well ſay, Here has been 


not only a Great Cry, and Little, bur no Wool ; abun- 


dance of Smoak, without any Fire. Though lus envious 
Adverlaries will have it, that his Cunning only pro- 
teQed him, I do not doubt but you will believe the con- 
trary, knowing from many years intimate Acquain- 
tance, no man 1s more free and open, has teaſt of craft 
or ſubtilty; and i, . his temper, none has more 
cauſe to ſtudy to preſerve from danger the ſimplicity of 
the Dove by the Wiſdom of the Serpent : A Caution, if 
ever uſeful, at this tnme more particularly neceffary. 
Through his Sides, *tis well known, a very! Gryac Per- 
ſoh was Short at, who perhaps will be fonnd Invutnera- 
ble; ' Dogs Bark at the 407 in vain. Some Spotsthere 
may be in that Great and Glorious Body, bur none ſich 
as carr render it ufele{s or inſignificant to any.Man of 
Senſe or Reaſon. We 
Conelude rien of all Men by your own” Experience, 
and not upon the Relation of either Friends or Ege- 
mies; the firſt are not more Partial, than .the laſf Ma- 
licious. I ſhou'd play the Fool extreamly, if I'gave you 
Advice, who of all the World has the leaſt need of any; 
and therefore, not having deſign'd this to you, without 
begging your Pardon, I will rake the 'Li without 
further Apology, abruptly to Subſcribe my felf, what 
I truly am, 
London, Jannary My Lord, 


the 20th. 168, 
Your Grace's with all imaginable 


ReſpetF and Sincerity, 
FINIS. XL, T, 


